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A p r i l  2 0 1 0  V o l . 5 7  ω  b ƻ Φ п 

Lent has been a time of reflection for each one of us as we stop and look at who 

we are and the choices we each make daily that lead us to our own personal and 

spiritual growth or our own stagnation. It is a time for each one of us to share 

our own ñFaith storyò with one another. 

J 
esus shows us ñthe way;ò and God, our Father, sustains us with His never 

ending love, hope and grace. Easter is a time of renewal in really seeing 

who we are as Jesus is risen from the dead by God, His Father, as Jesus 

sacrificed his life for each one of us as we are forgiven for our sins through 

His death. God, our Father, forgives us for our sins as the light of Jesus forever 

shines to show us Godôs lightened path that leads us to eternal lifeééthe Golden 

Highway of Heaven! 

w w w . f i r s t l c o c . o r g  

A Community of Faith in Action  

Easter: A Time for Renewal by Linda Von Ryn  

Continues on page 4 
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Adult Forums  
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

April 4: Happy Easter! No forum.  

April 11: Charitable Giving  

This forum will help us learn how being a steward of our time, talents  

and treasures can provide a powerful gift to our congregation and other 

charitable organizations. Sponsored by Thrivent. 

April 18: Fundraiser - Fresh cinnamon rolls served by the Global Mission 

Task Force. No forum. 

April 25: Elder Law - Trusts, Long -term care insurance.  

This forum hits the most important things for seniors to consider when  

it comes to their health, wealth and bequests. Sponsored by Thrivent. 

May 2: My Legacy Matters - What will my legacy be?  

How do I  live it now and plan so that my legacy can be left for future 

generations. Legacy Giving is sponsored by Thrivent. 

Worship Times  

Sundays: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.  

After the 8:00 a.m. service  

enjoy coffee and fellowship  

in the community room. 

 

 

Education Hour  

Adult Forums and Sunday School 

Sundays from 9:00-9:50 a.m. 

Sunday School students  

are encouraged to attend  

the 10:00 a.m. worship  

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

message and then return to their 

parents or to one of the Sunday 

morning day care rooms.  

 

Our Mission  

We are called to awaken  

ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΧ 

In ourselves, through a 

commitment to a life of learning, 

worship, and prayer. 

In our community, by dedication  

to the renewal of our family, our 

neighbors, and the disenfranchised, 

by the practice of our faith through 

acts of justice, mercy, and kindness. 

In our world, by nurture of 

compassionate partnership with 

diverse cultures to strengthen our 

common faith, for the enrichment  

of all people in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday Morning, April 1, 10:00 a.m.  

A service of the Word, with Holy Communion in the Chapel. 

Maundy Thursday Evening, April 1, 7:00 p.m.  

! ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜǊǾŀƴǘ-ƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 

feature our first communion students as they participate in the rite for 

foot-washing with Pastor Folkerts. The sacrament of Holy Communion 

will be offered. A reception for first communion students and their 

families will follow the worship service. 

Good Friday Morning, April 2, 10:00 a.m.  

! ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ²ƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άtŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ Lƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭΦ 

Good Friday Evening, April 2, 7:00 p.m.  

A joint worship at House of Hope Lutheran. Choirs from First, St. James, 

and House of Hope congregations participate in this most holy event in 

the Christian calendar. Pastor Folkerts will be preaching. 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  

Resurrection Worship! A great day to invite your neighbors for worship 

and breakfast served by the Youth Ministry from 7:30-11:30 a.m.   
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    Pastor Dave 

Easter 2010: Never Going to be the Same Again 

A 
 nurse, who 

recently drew my 

blood for some 

annual tests, was 

making small talk 

with me as my blood flowed 

into a vial. She asked my 

profession. ñLutheran Pastor,ò 

I said.  

She replied, ñI just became  

a Lutheran a year ago, and  

I gotta tell you, Iôm having 

problems with this whole Good Friday thing.ò  

I asked why.  

She said, ñEaster was nothing more than chocolate 

bunnies and plastic eggs for my whole life. That was 

fine, but now thereôs all this death attached to it. Itôs 

never going to be the same. Iôve got to figure out how  

to deal with Easter.ò 

Sheôs right. Itôs never going to be the same for her again. 

Right now, she and an entire generation of un-churched 

people around this nation are coming to grips with a 

world that is never going to be the same again.  

In the year now past, we have seen fortunes ruined, jobs 

and reputations lost, cities taken to rubble and tough 

realities built in their places. Itôs been quite a year 

and resurrections donôt come easy when the future 

looks tough. But resurrection, both for Jesus and for 

us, is not achieved by God amid the flowery dreamscape 

of a perfect world. God raises Jesus when all seems lost, 

when hope is abandoned, and fear dominates the 

leaders of society. But at the end of the day on Good 

Friday, when the dead are buried and the mourners 

scatter to dark corners to grieve, there is a voice that 

whispers in the ears of humanity, ñNow, what would 

you do if you werenôt afraid?ò This is the voice of God 

calling to us from the grave of Jesus. Amid death and 

despair and grief it calls to us, ñWhat would you do if 

you werenôt afraid?ò 

Itôs a hard question to answer. We think we can answer 

it simply or glibly, but we cannot. The question begs an 

honest answer from us. What would we do if fear was 

gone from our lives? Each of us would offer a specific 

What would 

you do if you 

ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΚ  

Resurrect!  

response, but the only answer for any of us is this: 

Resurrect!  

The óEasterô of Jesus is the answer to the question of óGood 

Friday.ô What would you do if you werenôt afraid? You 

would get up from your deathbed and live like youôve never 

lived before. Thatôs what youôd do! Youôd live like a new 

man or woman. Youôd do what you left undone before. 

Youôd right old wrongs. Youôd love where you once hated. 

Youôd become YOU! 

As the angels said to the first witnesses on Easter morning, 

ñDonôt be afraid. Heôs risen.ò Itôs never going to be the 

same for you again. \ 

Blessings! 

Pastor David Folkerts  
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An Easter prayer  

(Adapted from The Book of Common Prayer) 

O God, who for our redemption gave your only  

begotten Son to death on the Cross, and by his 

glorious resurrection has delivered us from the 

power of our enemy: Grant that we who celebrate 

with joy the day of our Lordôs resurrection, may  

be raised from the death of sin by your life -giving  

Spirit. Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may 

evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection, 

empowered and transformed by your grace in and 

among us. 

O Lord, so stir up in your church, indeed in each of 

us, that Spirit of adoption and reconciliation that is 

made possible by your grace revealed in Jesus the 

Christ, that we being renewed in both body and 

mind, may worship and serve you in sincerity and 

truth. We pray this in the name of the same Jesus 

Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

May we each have a blessed Easter! Jesus Christ  

has risen! He has risen indeed! Alleluia! \ 

In Godôs love, hope and grace, Happy Easter! 

Linda Van Ryn, Congregation President  

Linda Van Ryn  

Congregation 

Bonfire: A Time for Wisdom  

T 
he representatives of our three faith-

communities have gathered around the  

óbonfireô for some deep thinking about how  

the future is creating our present. That future  

is calling us to be wise. I truly appreciate how hard 

wisdom can be to find. Itôs not just about accepting truths 

about ourselves or about looking for trends that portend 

success. Wisdom is more than reciting the past or 

shouting louder about the present. Wisdom is about 

listening to the future; about choosing to hope amid 

discouraging evidence. Wisdom means we make choices 

for ourselves that children yet unborn will enjoy in  

our places. 

We are being called to wisdom. Even now, in the 

conversations between church leaders about how  

to handle common staffing needs, ministry gaps,  

and financial problems, we are listening to the future  

and allowing it a voice at the bonfire. Itôs asking all  

of us to wisdom. 

In the coming weeks it will be my prayer for those of 

us around this bonfire that we gaze into that blazing 

Pentecostal fire and see a future that is born from 

our pasts, but is more than our pasts. The fire of 

Pentecost burns for us, and calls us from our 

protected present out into the streets of our common 

future. I invite you to pray for wisdom. Pray for the 

wisdom to invite a wonderful future into this place. \ 

Pr. David Folkerts  

First Lutheran  Church of Crystal  

Continued from cover 
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 Seniors  

Senior Bus Trip to the Hindu Temple  

On Tuesday, April 13 the Senior ministry will head to 

Maple Grove for a one-hour tour of the Hindu Temple. 

After the tour, we will eat lunch at D Michael B's in 

Albertville and on to St. Michaels to tour the new 

Catholic Church. Cost: $20 (plus lunch on your own). 

Meet at the church at 9:45 a.m. The bus leaves at  

10:00 a.m. and will return around 3:00 p.m. Shoes 

must be removed to tour the temple. Sign up by April 9 

on the sheet posted on the bulletin board outside the 

community room.\ 

 

Women 

Spring Luncheon  

Saturday, April 17, at 11:30. We expect that it will be 

fun as always, so please plan to attend. 

Rummage sale  

To help with your housecleaning, we will be having a 

rummage sale, September 30-October 2. If you can 

keep your boxes until then, it would be a good thing.\ 

Men 

�0�H�Q�¶�V���)�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���'�L�Q�Q�H�U���%�L�J���6�X�F�F�H�V�V 

Thank you to all who were there. Over 90 men attended the 

Menôs Fellowship Dinner in March, 24 of which were from 

First Lutheran Church. Money raised beyond expenses will be 

donated to Habitat for Humanity. If you enjoyed the evening, 

please tell a friend and invite them to our next dinner which 

will be held in May at St. James Lutheran Church. Weôll shoot 

for 30 men from First Lutheran in May. \ 

Youth  

Eagle Scout Ceremony   

Three young men will be honored on Sunday, April 25,  

1:00 p.m., at First Lutheran for reaching the Eagle Scout, 

the highest level in scouting. 

Andrew Pierson, Daniel Bernard, and Ross Haugberg have 

had many scouting adventures together, so it seems fitting 

that they be honored together. 

If you ever hear people say ñ442ò in the community it is 

from these young men. Whenever someone on the camping 

trip to New Mexico asked for the time, the random reply was 

ñ442,ò because they were too exhausted to care what time it 

was. So now whenever the clock reads 4:42, you may hear 

people shout ñ442.ò Feel free to join in and let it signify 

whatever youôd like it to mean.\ 


