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on-going theme of our sounds of the season: Special Services
music this year. December 6, 3:00 p.m. pages 2-3
We have some exciting Ladi esd and Menods Ensembl es sing in
collaborations on the horizon as we the Faith Lilac Way Lutheran Church From the Pastor
move toward the wonderful seasons Christmas Concert (4200 Welcome page 5
of Advent and Christmas. | strongly Ave. N.). o
suggest that you get your calendars December 6, 7:00 p.m. Dece”;gggs%fi‘;e”dar
outand your pens poised ready. Christmas concert at First Lutheran, ok
with participants from St. Olaf, Faith Gift-Giving
Lilac Way, and House of Hope page 8
Lutheran churches. -
December 13, 10:00 a.m. Council News
First Lutheran Choir joins St. Olaf Choir page 9
in presenting their annual Christmas o
Concert at St. Olaf Lutheran Church Stewardship:
(2900 Emerson Ave. N.). A God of Abundance
page 10
December 13, 4:00 p.m. ke

Jubilate Ringers participate in the
House of Hope annual Christmas
concert (4800 Boone Ave. N.).

A Community of Faith in Action

Of course, these wonderful events are
in addition to our mu
dedication to enhancing our Sunday
worship here at First Lutheran.

Don6t miss this great
of music and togetherness! \

Shalom, Mariana Duffney

www.firstlcoc.org




First Lutheran Church of Crystal

First Lutheran
Church of Crystal

7708 62d Avenue North
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428-2883

www.firstlcoc.org
763-537-4576| Fax: 763-537-0372

Office hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Staff

Pastor: David Folkerts

Worship & Music Director/
Financial Officer: Mariana Duffney

Organist: Judy Bakke
Program Assistant: Jamey Spencer
Jr. Handbells: Sheryl Larsen

Office Manager/Secretary:
Ellie McAllister

Sunday School Superintendents:
Jennifer Hernandez and
Carrie Adams

Youth Director:
Jessica Johnson

Wedding/Event Coordinator:
Carol Johnson

Custodian; Mark McAlpin
Security: Lyn Sanderson
AV Tech: Angie Brannick

Advent

Chr

| st

first season of the liturgical year comes from a Latin word that

means

Advent

ficomi ngo.
focuses

coming in the pastd 2 millennia ago in Bethlehem, 2) Christ coming in the
present in word and sacraments and in the fellowship or communion of the

on this

Acomingoc

dvent consists of four weeks before Christmas. The name of this

Afcomi ngo in t

church, 3) and Christ coming again in the future at the end of time. In Advent

we prepare for

Two different colors may be used for Advent, 1) blue, the color of hope and

t he
importantly we prepare for His second coming, when he will make all things
new and judge the world in righteousness.

celebration

of

2) purple, the royal color of the coming King. This year we will be using

paraments and banners of purple.

Chri st ¢

Advent is a time for visual restraint and simplicity and should not be confused
with Christmas. Advent wreaths have four candles, which represent the four weeks
of waiting during Advent. On the first Sunday in Advent, the first candle is lighted

and then each Sunday in Advent another candle is lit until all four have been

lighted. The candles are to be new each year to clearly indicate the passage of time.

We wish you all a very Blessed Advent Season. \

I n Godds Service,

Pat Hamm and Bernie Swanson
Co-coordinators for Altar Guild

First Sunday in Advent

On Sunday, November 29 lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. to those who can stay
after service and help decorate for Christmas. \
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Adult Forums

Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
December 6: Identity Theft

Come and learn what steps you can take to assure your identity is not stolen, how
identity theft can occur, tips to help protect yours, and what to do if it happens.

Presenter: Tony Mason, Financial Associate, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

December 13: The Star of Bethlehem

What was the object the Three Wise Men followed? For

centuries, astronomers have debated the true nature of the
Star . We 61| | |l ook at what it
wasno6t. I n the end, youdll be

Presenter: William Arden, Assistant Professor,
Augsburg College.

December 20 and 27: No forums.
Enjoy the Christmas season!

William Arden
Assistant Professor
Augsburg College

mi g ht

Christmas Worship Schedule

Children’s Christmas
AChristmas Around the Wo
with English carolers, St. Lucia,

German costumes, Mexican costumes,

and lots of music.

Sunday, December 13 at 4:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Services
Thursday, December 24, 4:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Service
Friday, December 25, 9:30 a.m. at House of Hope.

Grief Support during the Holidays

If you are in need of support during the holidays, Rev. M. Alexandra George,
Chaplain will be available Wednesday, December 2, 9:00-11:00 a.m. and
Wednesday, December 9, 6:00-8:00 p.m. at St. James Lutheran Church located at
6700 46th Place N. in Crystal. All are welcome for the support you need during the
holidays at no cost. For more information call 763-537-3653.

Pastor George is a graduate of United Theological Seminary in New Brighton,
MN. She is currently serving as chaplain in Twin Cities hospitals including
Regions in St. Paul and Chil drenods
Lutheran. Her interest in grief ministry is supported by her Christian journey. \

Hos pi tFastLutherBrh e i s a

what

e _been,

have.
a bWarship Thaesi de for

Sundays:
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

After the 8:00 a.m. service
enjoy coffee and fellowship
in the community room.

Education Hour

Adult Forums and Sunday
School Sundays from
9:00-9:50 a.m.

Sunday School students

are encouraged to attend

the 10:00 a.m. worship

aSNWAOS GKNRdzAK
message and then return to

their parents or to one of

our new Sunday morning

day care rooms.

Global Mission
Support

Equal Exchange products
benefit farmers and handicraft
workers in developing
countries. Equal Exchange
coffee, tea, cocoa and baking
chocolate are available at

me mb
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Youth To Do a Good Turn Daily

Christmas Party I f anyone wonders if fAgood t
First Lutheran youth will be having a Christmas party on every scoutos creed, | can a
Saturday, December 12, 5:00-8:00 p.m. Youth, grades and herebds a case in point:

6-12th and their friends are invited. There will be a white
elephant gift exchange, cookie decorating, and games.
Dinner and snacks provided. Bring $2 to this event.

ast weekend there was a fender bender accident
at the intersection of 63rd Street and Winnetka
Avenue. One of the cars had been pushed over

Graduate’'s Dinner the curb, knocking down the octagon stop sign
All recent high school graduates and college grads/students on that corner. This intersection is normally a four-way
are invited to attend the fGr asthp, vivehiples eomingip to gng af tejcargers where
December 29, 7:00-10:00 p.m. Catch up with old friends a stop sign was in place would simply stop and then
you havendt seen in a whil e a nptecedenthinking tke cagan theirclaftoruight wieeld |
There is no cost for this event. RSVP by Tuesday, stop as they usually did. After hearing a lot of brakes
December 23 to Jessica at JJohnson@firstlcoc.org. screeching and angry shouts, a local resident picked up

the sign that had been knocked down and held it in its
normal position so that motorists approaching the
intersection would be reminded they must stop.

A group of Troop 3405 scouts, members of a venture
puppeteers group, were on their way to perform at Three
Rivers Park. They realized the stop sign situation needed
attention so, with the help of their scout master, they
went to the corner, armed with pieces of pipe, some rope,
and a sledge hammer. They placed the sign in its normal
position and drove pipes around the sign post. Then they
tied the support pieces to the post and the sign was again
in position to do its job.

| 6m sure the action on the p
prevented more accidents that could have caused
personal injury and possibly death.

Recycling

By the way, these scouts doing a good turn are the ones

Recycling at First Lutheran that meet at our church every Monday evening and are

We are now purchasing 6greend aFgrzganggwltloBtp QuE Sgryiqe to thg neighborhood. _
cleaning supplies, paper cups which can be recycled, and 6m proud to have a group |
plan to have mugs available for use in the Community our church.\

Room by those who wish to use them. We are also using 0 Roger Gustafson

Fair Trade Equal Exchange coffee.

Please make use of the recycling containers located in the

following areas (no trash, please). FLC Women

Narthex: three containers for paper only )
Women’s Advent Dinner

Main office: one container for paper only and one for Monday, December 7 at 6:15 p.m.. Cost: $10, checks
cans and bottles preferred. The Treble Tones,
Staff offices (5): containers for paper only will be our entertainment. We will have crafts which go

on sale at 5:45 p.m., and as always, great food. Make

Sunday school office: container for paper only - )
reservations by December 2, call Jackie at 535-2797.

Music room: container for paper only .
- ] Loose Threads Christmas Party
Community room: one container for paper only and one Saturday, December 12, 11:00 a.m.

for cans and bottles
Kitchen: One container for cans and bottles

If we are diligent at recycling, our garbage pick-up
expenses may be reduced.\
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A New Creation
iSo if anyone is in Christ, there is a new crea
see, everything (BGunthimes&:d/me new! O
erhaps we have all of 6Transformationd for congre
|00kedatthispagsage we ol | be dellghted to di scover
and wondered about more of the finew creationo tha
how it can become real we could ever see on our own. \
in our personal lives. In these few Peace,
words from Paul are seeds of Pastor David
Pastor Dave change that both threaten us and
enchant us. We tend to take this
personally; we all know we need to change our ways to
meet new challenges, but wed A wordfrom the Pastor i ng
6newd might mean. Thanalsabe ue
taken to a larger scale; the congregational level. What First Lutheran has come a long way in the past
needs to become new about th Yyear.ln visible ways and with |
reach the new society of our time? the scenes6 our congregation
progress toward spiritual and organizational vitality.
Over the past months leaders from our three
congregations have been exploring how to think + We function well within our budget.
d|.f_feren_tly ab(?ut b§|ng the ¢« Wedbve reorganized staffing
of finding fa}ult with the ways we've done things do far more with far fewer people.
before, but instead have focused on the ways we
might help each other be more effective, more efficient, #+ \We have restored our commitment to
and more creative for the community around us. This community outreach and evangelism,
involves a lot of inward study and even more outward and we made a new home possible for
dreaming. Together, the memb a wonderful family.
conversation are daring to see what it mlgh_t mean The Spirit of Christ is alive and well in FLCC and
for us to become a new creation for a new time. .
| ask you to be as generous as you can be with
There are no answers, yet. There is no grand plan, for your financial offerings this December. Now is
now. But | urge you to ask your Pastors and your council the time to invest in this church. Now is the time
members about what we might become if we are able to to end a wonderful year on a financially sound note.
see our future in a common vision? Early next year a N . .
. . Wondét you please take pride i
three day conference will be held for representatives of of hope and give that special gift this year?\
all three congregations to study and discuss the ministry ’
Men
Men’'s Fell owship Dinner .
On Sunday, November 8, eighty-four men from six Seniors
churches attended a very enjoyable fellowship dinner. Bob
Al bers delivered an inspiringendChaigtenaabwnch stress, menods
faith, and following Jesuso6 SexaMipisty WednesdaynDecember® atfli3@a.nwo me n

who served our meal and for the participants who helped
make this evening a big success. After expenses, almost
$300 will be donated to NEAR and Feed My Starving
Children. Several churches expressed an interest in
hosting the next fellowship dinner and working to include
younger members of our congregation. Thanks to everyone
for making this a memorable evening. \ 0 Al Anderson

Come join the fun and sing some Christmas carols. No
need to bring food; the committee will serve lunch. If you
have a Christmas collection or other collection to display,
bring it along for all to enjoy. Plus, Mary Ann Pukal will
be available to take your blood pressure.\
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December 2009 Calendar

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
1
i 9:30 am Deborah’s Circle(2)
=R 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1)
W

6:30 pm Team Chair Mtg.(6)
7:00 pm Ministry Teams(4)

6
8:00 am Worship(5)(w/communion)(5)
9:00 am Forum (2)
9:00 am Children’s Christmas
Program Rehearsal (4)
10:00 am Worship(5){w/communion)
(sign interpreter) “Glover Baptism”
3:00 pm Christmas Concert at FLW
7:00 pm Christmas Concert at FLCC

7
9:30 am E.S.L. (6)(9)
9:30 am Quilters (2)
9:30 am Deborah’s Circle
(Bible Study)(2)
5:45 pm FLCW Crafts(7)
6:15 pm FLCW
Advent Dinner(7)
6:30 pm S.0.5.(10)
6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4)
7:30 pm ALA.(2)

8

10:00 am Study & Buddy(1)

1:00 pm Rebecca’s Circle (1)

6:00 pm HOH Musical
Rehearsal (6)(4)

6:00 pm Executive
Committee Mtg.(1)

7:00 pm Men's Ensemble(3)

13

8:00am Worship(5)

9:00 Forum (2)

10:00 am Worship(5)

10:00 am 5t. Olaf Christmas Concert

&4:00 pm HOH Christmas Concert

4:00 pm Sunday School Christmas Program

14
9:30 am E.S.L. (6)(9)
1:00 pm Rebeccas Circle(1)
1:00 pm Bible study (2)
2:00 pm Esther’s Circle

(at Bernie Swansons)
6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10)
6:30 pm Boy Scots(4)
7:00 pm Global Missions(1)
7:30 pm A.A. (2)

15

9:30 Deborah’s Circle
(crafts)(2)

10:00 am Study & Buddy(1)

2:00 Rachael Circle(2)

6:30 pm Council Mtg.(2)

7:00 Mary Magdeline Circle
(Meets In homes)

20

8:00 am Worship(5)(w/communion)
Mo Forum

9:20 am Choir(3)

10:00 am Worship(5)(w/communion)
(Sign Interpreter)

21

9:30 am E.5.L. (6)(9)
9:30 am Quilters (2)
6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10)

6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4)
7:00 pm Grief Support(1)
7:30 pm ALAL(2)

22
10:00 am Study & Buddy(1)

27

8:00 am Worship(5)

9:00 am Education Hour(4)
10:00 am Worship Hour(5)

28

9:30 am E.S.L. (6)(9)
6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10)
6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4)
7:30 pm ALA(2)

29

10:00 am Study & Buddy (1)
7:00 pm Graduates Dinner
(4)(7)
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

9:30 am E.S.L(6)(9)

10:30 am Staff Mtg.(1)

1:00 pm O.A.(2)

6:20 pm Choir(3)

7:00 pm Joint Confirmation —
Growing up at a Multi-cultural
church “Agora Ministries”{4)(6)

3

9:30 am “Thumbs"Bible Study(2)

6:30 pm Choir Concert
Rehearsal at FLCC(5)(3)

4
10:00 am Bible Study (2)
7:00 pm SDA (5)

DAYD

5
SDA All Day
(3)(4)(3)(5)

9

9:30 am E.S.L. (6)(9)

10:30 am Staff Mtg.(1)

11:30 am Senior Ministry lunch and
Christmas carols (4)(7)

1:00 pm 0.A.(2)

7:00 pm Choir

6:30 pm Confirmation at HOH

10

9:30 am "Thumbs"Bible Study(2)
12:30 pm Loose Threads (2)
7:00 pm Joyful Ringers (3)

DAYD

11
10:00 am Bible Study(2)
7:00 pm SDA (5)

12 spa All Day(3)(4)(9)(5)

5:00 am Choir Rehearsal
at 5t. Olaf

5:00 am Christmas
Program Rehearsal

10:00 am Crafters(6)

11:00 am Loose Threads
Christmas Party (2)

5:00 pm Youth Christmas

Party (6)(4)(7)
6:00 pm Special Council
Mtg. at HOH

16 17 18 19
9:30 am E.S.L. (6)(9) 9:30 am “Thumbs"Bible Study(2) | 10:00 am Bible Study (2) | SDA — All Day
10:30 am Staff Mtg.(1) 6:00 pm Faith First at 5:30 pm Bible Study (2) (3)(4)(92)(5)
1:00 pm 0.A.(2) Calibre Chase 7:00 pm SDA (5)
6:30 pm Confirmation At HOH 7:00 pm lubilate Ringers at HOH
7:00 pm Choir(3)
23 24 25 26
9:20 am E.S.L. (6)(9) 12:30 pm Loose Threads (2) 9:30 am Joint Service SDA — All Day
9:30 am Senior Steering 4:30 pm Worship(5) at HOH (3)(4)(9)(5)

Committee(1) 10:30 pm Worship(5) 7:00 pm SDA(5S)
10:30 am Staff Mtg.(1) 12:00 pm OFFICE CLOSED
1:00 pm 0.A.(2) OFFICE CLOSED
NO CONFIRMATION CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS DAY
30 31 1. Conference Rm. 7. Kitchen

. 2. Community Rm. 8. Chapel
?;g; :-Inf ;S-i:ﬁ{:a:ii.lil} NEW YEARS EVE 3. Music Rn:nm 9. Sunday School Rm.
1:00 pm 0.A.(2) 12:00 pm OFFICE CLOSED 4. Fellowship Hall 10. Sunday School Rm.
7:00 pm Choir(3) 5. Sanctuary 11. Caur‘tyard
NO CONFIRMATION 6. Youth Room 12. Sacristy
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Global News

Alternative Gift-Giving Mashiah Foundation

Opportunities This ministry in Jos, Nigeria, offers hope and support to
Do you sometimes feel that you are people infected or affected by HIV/AIDS, especially women
spending too much for Christmas and children. Mashiah Foundation also offers a message of
gi fts that friends Rayedtionanvocatipnaktrginingito youth. Visit

really need? mashiahfoundation.org or marybetho.blogspot.com

Order quilts and other sewing items made by the Women of
Hope through Sandi Wallestad at
womenofhopecreations.blogspot.com

onsider making
Christmas a more Christ-
centered holiday and take

the opportunity to give Fair Trade Products
gifts to help others who are poor, hungry, and who Your purchase of Fair Trade products benefits farmers,
might not otherwise receive gifts. You can give gifts handicraft workers, children and communities in developing
in honor of a loved oneos n &wries. lppaddifion tp the Eoyal Exchange coffee, tea,
decision as a family to give to others and limit the cocoa and baking chocolate, always available at First
spending on gifts for the family. Most offer a card Lutheran, we have added Divine Chocolate bars and snacks.
to give to the recipient. There are many other You can purchase a gift basket including several products.
opportunities, but here are a few. Fair Trade Handicraft products can be ordered through

Serve International. Catalog is available in the Community

ELCA Good Gifts Room. Call 1-888-294-9660 or visit www.lwr.org/handcraft

Choose a gift from the ELCA Good Gifts catalog. Ten

dollars donated to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal Ten Thousand Villages Store, Grand Ave., St. Paul

might provide a family with one or two mosquito bed Luther Seminary in St. Paul is sponsoring a Global Fair

nets to help prevent malaria, $30 to $50 could provide Trade Fair on December 1-3 at the Olson Campus Center

a family with farm or garden tools or a pig or a goat from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Another source for Fair Trade
through the Godds Gl obal B a itemp dneludingorganie plivergil fromiSindyanna ef&Salilee,

also be given to the ELCA Disaster Appeal. Visit is St. Martinds Table at 2001
www.elca.org/giving or call 1-800-638-3522. Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches

Heifer International Through the GMCC, you can give a gift towards Minnesota

Gifts to Heifer provide livestock to families in FoodShare, Discover Parent Groups, or HandyWorks. Call
developing countries for long-term livelihood and 612-721-8687 or visit wvw.GMCC.ORG.

sustenance. Call 1-800-422-0755 or visit
www.heifer.org/gift

Local Outreach Efforts
These outreach efforts are ways to help those in our local

Global Health Ministries community. NEAR accepts food and monetary donations.
Global Health Ministries, based in Fridley, works Donations help provide our monthly meal at Caring and
through the Companion Synod program of the ELCA as Sharing Hands (servants needed too) or pack food for
well as through other church-related health assistance malnourished children at Feed My Starving Children. \

efforts. Your gift can go towards clean water and wells,
medical training programs, programs to support
people with HIV/AIDS, maternal and child health, Giving Plus Program

bednets. Call 763-586-9590 or visit www.ghm.org Sponsored by Thrivent Financial will end December
31. If you are a Thrivent member and wish to make

a donation to a Lutheran organization and get it

MissionFuture4KIDZ
Through this investment you can start putting aside matched on a one for two basis, pick L(j{; aform or
Hrivdhitd g8 -

fhu n o | I _r“ y_o ur ¢ Tr: I dho S or yo uprrintgnre &prlq)l% {fhé ihtéjrr%)etsor cSli
B mvesti\_ent_m pay |IrI1terest until he ofr she :IS one. Lutheran schools and seminaries, Camp Wapo,
grown, making it an ex?e. ent way to save qr college. LWR all qualify for matching funds. \

Call 877-886-3522 or visit www.elca.org/mif
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Counci | Presidentdos Perspective

61 S KlFha GKS ¢gK2tS g2NI R Ayfilnksa dKb yRmdét ol y [ 2 g

of Christ we live in His image as His servants. We are His for the shifts and changes that are
L. . i I

stewards as we prioritize our needs and keep our wish happening to strengthen our futurel

. . . . I f we choose to @ we
lists visionary and ablaze in our hearts, minds and souls.
God gives us abundance as we live in His mercy, grace The heartbeat of First is steady and
LYR £26S0 a. 8 y2i FFNF AR FINFWREEN0 P MEEN o
nurturing place that supports

ou have received a Special Edition newsletter, ministries internally and externally.

Focus on the Future at First, sharing with you Right now a major focus is on us in

our purpose, the list of repairs and needs of our our church, our faith community, )

- . . ~ . LindaVanRyn

church building, the cost including a proposed Godds house. He gives us the -
plan of creative financing, and, of utmost importance, the courage and the power to trust
things to ponder and pray about. | personally want to one another to do His good works to
thank each of you for your vested interest and sustain ourselves as we pray about giving in those areas
participation in the informational forums we have God has blessed us as we give back in a wealth of ways.
offered. Open communication and ongoing conversations Thank you for walking and talking with me on our faith
continue. | encourage you to contact me, Pastor Dave, the journey, trusting and believi
Property committee (Dan Hatcher, chair) and/or the God all thing$ are possible. o
Stewardship committee (Jackie Mortenson, chair) with Believing and trusting in Him,

any further questions or comments in preparation for our
upcoming congregational meeting. At the time of this
printing the date of this meeting is yet to be determined.

Pl an on attending; Aloéll be there!o

Linda Van Ryn

It takes each one of us to make and build a strong
foundation for our church and our faith community
as we continue to join House of Hope Lutheran and

St. James Lutheran in our Bonfire collaboration. It is Special-edition

showing itself to be a wonderful . NETEIELET,

. . . — Focus on the
opportunity to provide re-birth of our =, \\‘ EUTeatEi i
faith in an abundance of waysaswe T
share with each other a blaze of 2 ) \\
creativity, respect, courage, ,:j:-e...,,“n%f‘%( ''''
experience and wisdom! It is | NN, =
contagious as the fire releases, i s
within each one of us, an el
abundance of energy to 1 E:?:\_".':::_;_‘,
go forth in continuing to bring o i
three congregations together | *sSIee IR

to share in our ministries and
dreams, which we witness as
bearing fruits through the
labors and the love of
Godos peopl e.

Thank you for your warm
welcome as your President
and for your support as we
continue our faith walks
together as visionaries. | commend
you for your ability to look into the future as well as
into yourselves. It takes energy and courage to look
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A God of Abundance

As we approach the Christmas season, the sermon
excerpt below is very relevant. | urge you on behalf
of the Stewardship Team to count your blessings and
thank God for His abundance.

Excerpts from a sermon by
George Haynes of Holy Cross Lutheran,
Rockport, Texas

2 Kings 4:42-44, John 6:1-13

AThey all at e aThaewordfrormthene |

first reading make it very ¢ ugh
butabundance,i They all ate and had

Johnds gofisTpheely saatyes ,unt i All t hey

5,000 of them, every one of them, ate until they could eat

no more; ate until they were X ac

meaning of the Greek word used in that sentence.

Now, the very first truth | want to engrave on your hearts
and on your minds is this: No one who comes to the Lord
ever goes away hungry. No one who enters into the

presence of the Lord ever goes away empty. No one. ATherefore, the Lord will giv
You shall eat not only one day, or two days or five days,

or 10 days or 20 days, but f o
going to eat quail wuntil it ¢

The reason for that is very simple and is the second
truth | want to engrave on your hearts and in your minds:

our God is a God of abundance.
AThen a wind came out from th

What we are witnessing in this first episode, in which quail from the sea and let them fall beside the camp,

the Lord takes just 20 small loaves of barley bread and about a dayodés journey on this

a little bit of grain, feeds 100 people and has some left, on the other side, all around the camp, about three feet
is Godds nor mal pattern of bﬁ%@}ﬁi‘ah’tﬂ\érgpgﬁn'dséa God
of abundance.

] I declare to you yet one more time: our God is a
Let me give you another typi %S’dlofakilﬁdﬁrmepl e of Godoés
abundance. Here are the Hebrew people (600,000 of

them) in the desert wilderness, in their exodus from Egypt, ~ Let me make just one suggestion that | believe might help

across the Sinai Desert on their journey to the promised you to recapture - and more deeply appreciate - the

Land (Numbers 11). The living God has already made marvelous manner in which God blesses you and your life.
provision for their physical well-being. Every day, God Each night as you go to bed, take a couple minutes simply
provides water and manna & heavenly bread that appears to review the day, and then zero in on three things for

fresh on the ground every morning for them to gather. which you want to give thanks and praise to your heavenly

Every household gathers what they need, and the supply Father. Then as you close your eyes, let these words of

never dwindles or vanishes. Jesus be a pr el udleerefore ltellyow st f

. ) do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
But the people begin to grumble and complain. They want you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear.

meat, cucumbers and melons.fi Gat her t HWMesesp e O\Q)Lljr?]e'a\}?enly Father knows you need these things...and

i,sinstructed,andtellsthepeople, AThus says the Lordse things will be give
6Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow and you shall eat

meat, for you have wailed in the hearing of the Lord; Our God is a God of abundance. \

6saying, olf only we had meat to eat. Surely it was bettel

for us in Egypt. o
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In our community, by dedication to the Sunday, December 13 at 4:00 p.m

Christmas Eve Services
Thursday, December 24,
the disenfranchised, by the practice of 4:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.

our faith through acts of justice, mercy, Christmas Day Service
Friday, December 25, 9:30 a.m. at House of Hope.

renewal of our family, our neighbors, and

and kindness.
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compassionate

partnership with

diverse cultures to

strengthen our common faith, for the

enrichment of all people in Christ Jesus.




