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On ‘Pixels’ and the ‘Big Picture’

“Whoever is faithful in very little, is also faithful in very much”
(Luke 16:10a).

can still remember the old ‘Brownie’ box camera we had when I was a kid.

It took the best black and white pictures ever. They were taken on film, of

course, and when they came back from the developer after several days, we

would talk about the events they had captured only a few days ago. It might
not have been ancient history, but there was enough of a gap between event and
printed photo to allow time for reflection. Now, pictures are digital. Film has
almost gone the way of the Dodo bird. The image is immediate and, if someone
was caught with an awkward expression, then retaken on the spot. History, it
would seem, isn’t what it used to be.

Digital pictures are just that; digital. They’re made up of little bits of memory
rather than images of light and shadow on film. What we see as a whole picture is,
in fact, made up of little bits of information called ‘pixels.” These pixels don’t mean
much by themselves, but gathered together they give us the whole picture.
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First Lutheran Church of Crystal

Summer
Worship Times

Sundays: 9:30 a.m.

Education Hour

Adult Forums and Sunday School
Resumes in the Fall

Sunday School students
are encouraged to attend
the 10:00 a.m. worship
service through the children’s
message and then return to their
parents or to one of the Sunday
morning day care rooms.

Our Mission

We are called to awaken
the Spirit of Christ...

In ourselves, through a
commitment to a life of learning,
worship, and prayer.

In our community, by dedication
to the renewal of our family, our
neighbors, and the disenfranchised,
by the practice of our faith through
acts of justice, mercy, and kindness.

In our world, by nurture of
compassionate partnership with
diverse cultures to strengthen our
common faith, for the enrichment
of all people in Christ Jesus.

Continued from page 1

I doubt that our Lord had digital pictures
in mind as He spoke about debts and
forgiveness, but I believe Jesus gets “life.”
He understood how whole pictures and
people’s lives are constructed. The bigger
picture of life is made up of smaller acts.

For some time, some of our lay-leaders and
I have talked about the ‘big picture’ of how
we need to transformation as we look to

our ministries’ future. No doubt, this is hard
to grasp, but I believe the ‘big picture’ is
nothing more than finding the best way

o phom@telthelgospel @ dOr society,
neighbors, and the realities of our future.

At first glance we want to see the ‘big

Pastor Dave

The Obi g
Is nothing more

than findin g picture’ whole and understandable right
away but in reality, it seems fuzzy. Butour
the best Way future, like pictures of the digital age, are
to p romote made up of small pieces, singular acts or
decisions, that eventually weave together to
the gOSpEl to make a whole. On their own, each singular
. act may not make as we look at the final
our SOCIety’ picture, but combining them with other

choices and acts form a comprehensible
whole. One ‘pixel’ provides meaning when
assembled with the entire pixel collection.
The ‘big picture’ is made up of a thousand
little ones. Each one is ‘big’ by itself, of
course, but does not represent the whole.

neighbors, and
the realities
of our future.

Recently, I was asked, “What’s this ‘big picture’ for the church all about?
I'm not sure I see it?” My reply was essentially, “Well, it’s made up of this,
and made up of that, and then some of this, too.” As evasive as that may
sound, it’s the only real answer. In the past few years FLCC has taken many
new pathways, made many tough choices, and by doing so enabled newer
pathways and choices to appear. They're all ‘pixels’ of the bigger picture.
We’d like to make sure each pixel is a meaningful part of the whole, but
often up close they don’t appear to fit. But, in the final picture, what I
believe we will find is that every choice, every path taken was done with the
hope of making that big picture a great one. Some pixels seem dark, others
light. Some make up a part of the earth at our feet while others reflect the
sky. Byte by byte, act by act, they reflect the image of the whole that the
Holy Spirit alone can see. Our job is to have faith that God indeed has the
bigger picture clearly in mind, made up of our lives, one ‘pixel’ at a time.

Pastor Dave
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News at First

New Summer Sign-language Interpreter

Our American Sign Language interpreter, Melissa Meyer, is taking the
summer off to be with family in California. While she’s gone, a new set of
hands will be flying about in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings through
the end of August. We gladly welcome Jess Petrowiak. Please make a point
to meet and warmly welcome her.

Search Committee formed for the

Organist/Choir Director position

As of July 1, a Search Committee will have been formed to interview and
audition candidates for the newly formed Organist/Choir Director position.
The committee will consist of four lay-members of First Lutheran Church
and Pastor Folkerts. Interviews are planned for mid- to late-July. Public
auditions for the final candidate(s) are planned for August. The
committee’s goal is to fill the position by Labor Day. Committee updates,
meeting dates and times, and other notes will be published in July bulletins
and available at www.firstlcoc.org.

Welcome back Pastor Erick Thompson

A couple of years ago Erick and Kara Thompson joined First Lutheran
Church. Pastor Erick was working on his PhD out of Chicago, and Kara

was practicing Law in the Cities. They left First Lutheran so that Erick
could pursue a part-time call as pastor in Lester Prairie and teach part-time
at Augsburg College while completing his doctorate degree.

Since that time, Erick has decided to devote his time to academics, both as
teacher and doctoral student. They returned as members at First Lutheran
Church, and Erick has offered to volunteer as a ‘pastoral assistant’ in
exchange for office use one day per week. His day and hours will be
announced soon.

We are happy to welcome Pastor Erick back to our ministry. Erick will be
our regular substitute preacher on Sundays when Pastor Dave is gone, and
he’ll assist with some teaching and visitation as the year progresses.

Stewardship potluck and conversation get-together
After the worship service on Sunday, July 18, join us for a potluck and
conversation get-together. Mariana Duffney will share the financial
report and afterwards you can enjoy great food and fellowship.

Please plan to attend.

First Lutheran
Church of Crystal
www.firstlcoc.org

763-537-4576
Fax: 763-537-0372

Office hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Staff

Pastor
David Folkerts

Director of Ministry Operations
Mariana Duffney

Jr. Handbells
Sheryl Larsen

Secretary
Jean Brannick

Sunday School Superintendents
Carrie Adams
Jennifer Hernandez

Youth Director
Jessica Johnson

Wedding/Event Coordinator
Carol Johnson

Custodian
Mark McAlpin

AV Tech
Angie Brannick
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Bonfire: Our Parish Nurse

Just a few years into public health, she was given the
opportunity to go to the University of California Los
Angeles Women’s Health Care Nurse Practitioner
Program by the North Dakota Department of Health,
Maternal and Child Health Division. “It was too good

n 2009, representatives from the Bonfire
Churches (First Lutheran Church of Crystal,
House of Hope, and St. James) have formed
the Bonfire Health and Wellness Team.

The mission of the Bonfire Health and Wellness Team an opportunity to pass up!” She said.

is to bring together
faith and healing in
order to promote the
emotional, physical,
and spiritual wellness
in the Bonfire
community.

The team has
developed a Parish
Nurse program and
has installed a
volunteer registered
nurse, Debbie Haney,
as our Parish Nurse
who will be up and
running by this fall.
She will hold office
hours at each church.
Members may visit
her at any of the
Bonfire churches.

Volunteers are
needed to do blood

pressure checks and new blood pressure equipment

will be provided. The Bonfire Health and Wellness Team
also needs another volunteer to represent First Lutheran
at the meetings. If interested, contact Janet Howe at
763-420-9101 or the church at 763-537-4576 .

Wel c ome

Debor ah
Bonfire Community Parish Nurse

The North Dakota
Department of Health
was building a state-
funded family planning
program. In the
beginning, Debbie
worked with the Public
Health Nurses to help
women, in the isolated
and sparsely populated
areas of the state, who
had no health care
insurance, in
establishing and/or
preventing pregnancy.
It wasn’t long before
there were clinics in the
larger communities as
well. Debbie traveled
hundreds of miles a
week for a long time.

Debbie came to the
Twin Cities in 1990 when her husband, Tom,
transitioned from being a police detective with a
specialty in arson investigation, to a fire origin and
cause investigator with an insurance company.

Debbie has two grown sons (both graduated from
Cooper High School) and three grandchildren, all
living in the metro area. Debbie enjoys working on

FiDebbi e oand I_E\'aéniﬁgéaB?Ut her genealogy; spending time with
a

her children, grandchildren and large extended family;
photography; gardening; and occasionally reading a

Debbie is a registered nurse and certified women’s mystery novel.
health care nurse practitioner. She grew up in west
central North Dakota and graduated from the University
of North Dakota College of Nursing and began her career
as a public health nurse. “I thought I would do that type
of nursing forever,” Debbie said. “I truly loved it!”

By this fall, Debbie will have regular office hours at First
Lutheran Church of Crystal, House of Hope Lutheran
Church, and St. James Lutheran Church in Crystal. Plan
to stop by and visit her once those hours are known.
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From the Council President
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t is with sincere thanksgiving and gratitude we say thank you to our out-going
Council members, Ken Howe, John Steenerson, Paul Miller, Stephanie Johnson,
and Joan Selover for their faithful leadership to our church, congregation and

We welcome Paul Brannick (he faithfully is serving another two years, per our
constitution), along with Shirley Small, Darlene Hill, George Selby-Hele, Rich

Magon and Sizi Goyah, who will join Judy Hunter, Bob Larson, John Swartchick, Tom
Heineman, Jody Eyrich and I, for the ensuing 2010-2011 Church Council calendar year.

Linda Van Ryn I look forward to working with our new Council, and | grow in my working relationships
Congregation President with our employees and congregation members. We have so much to “build on” in our
busy church. I applaud everyone who is a part of the important work that we do at First,
in worship and in celebration of our Lord Jesus Christ through our many ministries.

In His service,
Linda Van Ryn

Youth

Youth Mission Trip

On July 2, twenty youth will be traveling to Cairo, IL
on the First Lutheran Youth Mission Trip. They will
serve the elderly and those living in poverty by
providing care and maintenance of homes, as well
as provide a Christ-centered day camp for children.

Please keep these youth and their chaperones in your
prayers for a safe and awe-inspiring trip: Analise
Adams, Bryce Adams, Evan Bern, Katie Cibuzar, Kyle
Dickson, Lisa Harris, Andy Johnson, Hailey Johnson,
Nick Johnson, Jesstin Larson, Erica Linderholm, Leah
Myers, James Miller, Kathleen Miller, Logan Oleson,
Beth Rumpza, Caitlyn Sanderson, Mike Sullivan,
Andrew Swartchick, David Swartchick, Amber
Hazeldine, Jessica Johnson, and Kris Swartchick.

Mission Trip Shares

Invest in our youth today! Since costs have exceeded
our fundraising income, Mission Trip Shares are
available for $5 through the church office. Your
‘return’ on the investment is the life of one of our
young people changed forever by service and
fellowship with other Christians.

Equal Exchange coffee, tea, cocoa and baking
chocolate are available at First Lutheran. Equal
Exchange products benefit farmers and handicraft
workers in developing countries.

{
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Vacation Bible School
Baobab Blast

Baobab Blast is going to be full of wonder
and adventure where kids will hear God's
Word, be amazed at God's wildlife
creations, and be a part of a supportive
community. VBS is open to children ages
3 through those who have completed 5th
grade. VBS runs Monday- Thursday, July
19-22. There will be a half-day and a full-
day option for your family.

Half-day program: 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Cost: $15/child.

Full-day program: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. Cost: $30/child.

To register, call the church office. If you
have an older child who would like to
volunteer or if you have questions,
contact Carrie Adams at 763-536-0762 or
mcadams1230@aol.com.
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