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The Good Neighbor, the Good Shepherd,

and the Good Future . Inside this Issue
: From the Pastor
his is the year of “The Good Neighbor’ at First Lutheran. It’s a year pages 1-2
to remind ourselves that we don’t live in a vacuum, and it’s a year —
to practice what we preach about being ‘evangelists’ of the good Music
news of Jesus. But we're a bit rusty aren’t we? : page 2

*k*k

For most of us, church has meant the familiar: familiar people, familiar :
setting, even family. But now, church is about taking that experience and Worship Times and
inviting others into it. It’s about making the unfamiliar....familiar. Adult Forums

: age 3
For the rest of the year, the first Sunday of every month is ‘Good Neighbor P ,3*
Day.’ Starting on March 7, we encourage you to seek out a neighbor, someone : .
you might already know. Invite them to come to worship with you. Tell them : Bonfi ge
it’s your assignment for the month; your job for the year to bring someone to pigi
sit with you in the pew once a month. Tell them you’ll pick them up and buy :
them a coffee on the way home. When we simply ask our neighbor to join us, Calen%a;
: pages 6-

Continues on page 2

*k*k
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Community
pages 8-9

*k*k

Stewardship
page 9
*k**k

Global
page 11
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Pastor Dave

continued from page 1
we begin acting the way the Good Shepherd acted with us.

Jesus brings us to faith by inviting us to follow Him. It’s not a pressure tactic. It’s an
invitation. He leads and people follow. It means He believes in what He’s saying. It also
means we should feel confident that being a good neighbor means you and | are pretty good
company and worth an hour of your neighbor’s time. It means we should feel good about our
future as a ministry. When we invite someone new into our lives, it means we have something
good to share. And we certainly do have something good to share!

Be a good neighbor. Show a neighbor part of your life. Invite them to come and join you in
church. Only God knows what the future holds, but I'm pretty sure the future you reveal as a
good neighbor will in deed be a good one. *

Peace,
Pastor Folkerts

Music
Hymns: the stories of our faith

“Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your
heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19).

few weeks ago, at the close of our Wednesday night choir rehearsal, one of our
members shared a devotion that reflected on the importance of hymns in our
Christian worship. Hymns are stories of our faith—to be told by all of us as we raise
our voices in song together.

A few days later, a well-known Minneapolis organist retired after more than 50 years of serving
his church. The church wanted him to leave with a farewell organ concert, but he requested a
hymn-sing-along instead. He felt that his signature was to make hymns special and that the
singing of hymns is the most important part of church music. I couldn’t agree more. Some of the
most inspiring choral anthems we have sung over the years have been based on beloved hymns.

As | write this, we are in the season of Lent—a time of reflection, repentance and, in
worship, it is a season for which some of the most beautiful music has been written,
whether it be hymns, choral anthems, or cantatas.

It seems like a great time to celebrate the hymnody of our Lutheran tradition—and
that is what we will do. During the entire season of Lent, we will be including old
favorites as well as new future favorites in our Sunday worship in a way that,
hopefully, will engage ALL of you in raising your voices. We will use a variety of
accompaniments, (or maybe NO accompaniment); we will sometimes have the choir
lead and ask you to respond; we will do everything we can to encourage you to “sing
the story” with gusto. What we cannot do is actually produce the sound coming from
within you. Only YOU can do that and we're counting on you.

Remember — the human voice is the only instrument created by God and he wants you to use it!
Also remember that He created every one of us is a unique individual — you're not supposed to
sound like the guy sitting next to you. Every single voice sounds beautiful to God — and that is
who we are singing for, so lift your voice, put a smile on your face and SING! It’s going to be a
beautiful Lenten season. *

Shalom, Mariana
Director of Music and Worship
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Adult Forums
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
March 7 - Autism, ADD and ADHD
Autism, ADD and ADHD are becoming more common diagnoses today.
What are they and when is it time to seek a diagnosis? Our presenter is
Pat Parmenter comes to us with 15-plus years of knowledge in this area
and has experienced Autism, ADD and ADHD in her own family. v
March 14 - Understanding Islam
What. do Muslims: bglie_ve? How is Islam rela_ted to Worship Times
Judaism and Christianity? Islam has been with us for don
1,400 years. Why do we seem to know so little about it? e g Sundays: 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.
Why do we need t_o know more? Presentfar: Dr. _Steven e ‘ A ie 00 AL SETE
Haggmark, Associate Professor of Islamic Studies, World . : :

SO I . enjoy coffee and fellowship
Christianity and World Religions and Director of the = in the community room
Global Mission Institute at Luther Seminary. y '

Dr. Steven Haggmark
March 21 — Global Missions fund raiser
Enjoy fresh cinnamon rolls, coffee, and fellowship in the Community Room. Education Hour
March 28 - Se.rV|ces, Support and Healing . Adult Forums and Sunday School
Presenter: Jennie Backus, a staff person from the Sexual Violence Center.
Sundays from 9:00-9:50 a.m.
How can we be of help?
Sunday School students
Midweek Lenten worship hosts visiting preachers are encouraged to attend
Each Wednesday evening worship during Lent we will be hosting a guest RLp _a.m. RIS
preacher from an area ELCA congregation. Each pastor has been given the service throu _9 h
assignment to answer the question; “Who are you?” They have all been message and then return to their
asked to tell their personal faith story as a witness to each congregation parents or to one of the Sunday
in the hope of encouraging the same from us. Make a point of coming to morning day care rooms.
Lenten services to hear and greet our guests. Services begin Wednesdays
at7:00 p.m. o
P Our Mission

Schedule of guest preachers
March 3 Pastor Mark Vinge from House of Hope Weﬂare called to awaken_c
March 10 Pastor David Mohn from Holy Nativity UKs {LANRG 2%
March 17 Pastor David Lechelt from St. James In ourselves, through a
March 24 Pastor Pamela Stalheim-Lane from Faith-Lilac Way

Wednesday Lenten Schedule
Soup Suppers: 6:00 to 6:50 p.m.
Worship: 7:00 p.m.

™

£

commitment to a life of learning,
worship, and prayer.

In our community, by dedication
to the renewal of our family, our
neighbors, and the disenfranchised,
by the practice of our faith through
acts of justice, mercy, and kindness.

In our world, by nurture of
compassionate partnership with
diverse cultures to strengthen our
common faith, for the enrichment
of all people in Christ Jesus.

/
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A message from the Congregation President

Our faith walk together

“]Vowfaith 1S being sure ofwhat we hopefor and certain platform that we continue to build a firm foundation of
of what we cannot see” (Hebrews 11:1). faith individually and together.
onversations with you I especially enjoyed the Adult Forum on Sunday,
about mission and February 7 on the Bonfire Churches, led by Pastor Dave.
stewardship are ongoing He shared information about who we are as a mission
areas of “focus” at First. church in the northwest communities and stretched us to
Our mission defines our purpose in think of ourselves as a “Parish” in our collaboration with
“being” and defines our purpose as the Bonfire churches (House of Hope and St. James) and
a church. Stewardship is “listening” with Wildfire churches (House of Hope, St. James, Elim,
to one another and being there for Holy Nativity and Faith Lilac Way).

each other as we love one another
as Jesus first loved us. | appreciate
Linda Van Ryn the interest and support you show
here through your outreach that
takes many forms. Thank you!

Council members shared their awe-inspiring experiences
from the Transformation Church Workshop that was held
in January with the Bonfire churches. The workshop
focused on each other, our assets, individually and
collectively as a Bonfire coalition. These good

Today I want to focus on Adult conversations will continue.
Education. | thank Marilyn Boe for her leadership,
outreach coordination and facilitation of our Adult
Forums offered each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. | learn and
gain so much as | attend and/or participate in them. We
each have this opportunity to learn and grow spiritually, With faith,
within our own being, and collectively, as a church, Linda Van Ryn
focusing on mission and stewardship. It is within this

We, too, as a congregation, are continuing ongoing
conversations. Keep listening, talking and sharing in the
variety of ways that you do and stay tuned! =

Hunger Awareness Month

NEAR Food Shelf

Have you ever gone to bed hungry, with no food in Giving Envelopes

the house? Many of our neighbors do. The NEAR food In the process of ordering our new giving envelopes,
shelf is asking First Lutheran to help raise awareness of there was some miscommunication, and as a result, a
hunger in the Cities. Bring donations of canned goods, number of people have not received their first quarter
staples, or finances. Place your contributions in the packets for 2010. We have already been notified by
containers located in the Narthex and in the church several members, but want to make sure we cover all
office. Let’s set a new record for our generosity. the bases before we place a corrected order.
Thank you for caring about our community. If you have not received your giving envelopes, please
Minnesota Food Share leave a message \{vith Mariana at 763-537-4576, ext. 16

. . and you’'ll bexplaced on the
Minnesota Food Share is another way to help those
who are hungry. During the month of March, pounds
of food and money will be matched. This influx will
help keep food shelves stocked through the summer. TR
Money donations are greatly appreciated because they s

can get a volume discount from Feeding America.

,
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Bonfire: A New Way Home

n January, ten parishioner from St. James Lutheran
Church joined our congregational neighbors from
First Lutheran and House of Hope Lutheran
churches through a transformation workshop. With
Matthew 2:1-12 as the biblical basis for our time together,
we followed the Bethlehem star, like the three wise men,
and were assured that we would find a new way home.

We left the training with an assignment to plot out ten
geographic areas around St. James. Each of us was to
walk or drive around our assigned area to look, observe,
and document what we see. When | began my
observational journey, | noticed several changes in my
neighborhood during the last few years. Among them
were the additions of a Hispanic food store, an Afghani
restaurant, an African hair supply store.

Then I lost track of my assigned boundaries. How far east
was I supposed to go? Was it west to ... where? Just when
| began to wonder if I had messed up my assignment, |
remembered Matthew 2: 1-12, the scripture exercise
during our transformational training. There was no linear
roadmap that showed the wise men where to stop, turn,
and back up. No GPS. Just a star.

When 1 let go of my geographical hang ups, | began to see
my community differently. I retraced my route and drove
by the Hispanic food store, the Afghani restaurant, and

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the
time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem
YR Fad1SRZ 42 KSNB Aa

the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to
g 2 NR K ANdtth€wi 2Y1€2).

the African hair supply store. This time each seemed to
have their place. The community seemed more round,
more global, more connected. | began to see each piece of
this diverse community as a body of God’s work. They
became the hand of God feeding the community,
responding to the need, reaching out to nourish the
community.

Have I responded God’s call? Has St. James been the
leaven to the community? What is our collective gold,
frankincense, and myrrh? While the walls of St. James will
always be sacred to me, | realize the real work of God is
within each of us. | feel reassured that God is patient as |
delight in the navigation of the new way home. ¥

Melodie Hanson
Member of St. James Lutheran Church

Council moves meeting for Bonfire event

The church council will meet on March 30 at 7:30 p.m. This
change in the normal meeting schedule is to accommodate
our companions from the church councils of St. James and
House of Hope Lutheran churches. We will be hosting these
leaders for a casual gathering from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. to
discuss progress and future projects as part of the Bonfire
Transformational Ministry Collaboration. This gathering is
one more example of our serious exploration of common
opportunities for mission and ministry in our area.

iKS 2y ¢
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March 2010 Calendar

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY Wi
1 2 3
MARCH IS HUNGER 9:30 am E.5.L.16)(9) 9:30 am Debra's Circle 9:30 am E.5.L
9:30 am Quilters(2) (Bible Study)(2) 1:00 pm O.A.|
MONTH FOR NEAR 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) | 6:00 pm Lent
6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) 10:00 am Staff Mtg. 7:00 pm Lent
7:30 pm AA.(2) 1:00 pm Rebecca Circle(1)
6:30 pm Team Chair Mtg(6)
7:00 pm Ministry Team Mtg
7 8 9 10
8:00 am Worship(5){communion) 9:30 am E.5.L.(6)(9) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) 9:30am ES.L
9:00 am Forum(2) 1:00 pm Bible Study(2) 10:00 am Staff Mtg. 1:00 pm O.A, |
9:00 am Education Hour(4) 2:00 pm Esther Circle 6:00 pm Lent,
9:00 am Youth Bible Study(6) (meets in homes) 7:00 pm Lent,
9:00 am Adult Bible Study(1) 5:00 pm Global Missions(1)
10:00 am Worship(5){communion) 6:320 pm Boy Scouts(4)
5:00 pm Men's Ministry Dinner at 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10)
Holy Nativity 7:30 pm ALAL(2)
14 15 16 17
8:00 am Worship(5) 9:30 am E.5.L.[6)(9) 9:30 am Debra's 9:30 am E.5.L
9:00 am Free Blood Pressure Checks 9:30 am Quilters(2) Circle(Crafts){2) 1:00 pm O.A.
(come to office workroom) 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(4) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) 2:00 pm Rack
9:00 am Forum(2) 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) 10:00 am Staff Mtg. G6:00 pm Grie:
9:00 am Education Hour(4) 7:00 pm Grief Support(1) 700 pm Mary Magdalene 6:00 pm Lent
9:00 am Youth Bible Study(6) 7:30 pm AAL(2) Circle (meets in homes) 7:00 pm Lent,
9:00 am Adult Bible Study(1)
10:00 am Worship(5)
21 22 23 24
8:00 am Waorship(5){communion) 9:30 am E.5.L.(6)(9) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) 9:30 am ES.L
9:00 am Fellowship Hour{No Forum) 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(d) 10:00 am Staff Mtg. 9:30 am Senis
Come for fresh cinnamon rolls, 6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10) 6:00 pm Executive Mtg(l) 1:00 pm QA
sponsored by Global Missions(2) 7:30 pm ALAL(2) 6:00 pm Lent,
9:00 am Education Hour(4) 7:00 pm Lent;
9:00 am Youth Bible Study(&)
9:00 am Adult Bible Study(1)
10:00 am Worship(5)lcommunion)
28 PALM SUNDAY 29 30 31
8:00 am Worship(5) 9:30 am E.S.L.(6)(9) 10:00 am Study & Buddy(1) 9:30 am E.5.L
9:00 am Forum(2) 6:30 pm Boy Scouts(d) 10:00 am Staff Mtg. 1:00 pm O.A. |

9:00 am Education Hour(4)
9:00 am Youth Bible Study(6)
9:00 am Adult Bible Study(1)
10:00 am Worship(5)

6:30 pm 5.0.5.(10)
7:30 pm A.A.(2)

6:00 pm Joint Bonfire Council
Event
7:30 pm Council Mtg.[2)
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:DNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 5 6

A6)(9) 9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2) 10:00 am Bible Study(2) 10:00 am Bonfire Reunion

2) 7:00 pm SDA(5) Event(6)

en Soup Dinner(4)(7)
en Worship(5)

DAYD

SDA Here All Day (5)(3){4)(9)

(6)(9)

2)

en Soup Dinner{4)(7)
en Waorship(5)

11
9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2)
12:30 pm Loose Threads|2)

DAYD

12

10:00 am Bible study(2)
7:00 pm SDA(S)

13
10:00 am Crafters(2)

SDA Here All Day (5)(3)(4)(9)

(6)(9)

2)

el Circle(1)

- Workshopl(2)

en Soup Dinner(4)(7)
en Worship(5)

DAYD

18
9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2)

19

10:00 am Bible Study(2)
5:30 Bible Study(2)
7:00 pm SDA(5)

20
SDA Here All Day (5)(3)(4)(9)

Confirmation youth meet at
Gustavus Adolphus College in
5t. Peter

16)(9)

or Steer, Committee(1)
2)

en Soup Dinner{4)(7)
en Waorship(5)

25

9:30 am THUMBS Bible Study(2)
12:30 pm Loose Threads(2)

26

10:00 am Bible Study(2)
7:00 pm SDA(5)

DAYD

27

SDA Here All Day (5)(3)(4)(9)

16)(9)
2]

Music Room
Fellowship Hall
Sanctuary
Youth Room

U ol o

Conference Room 7. Kitchen

Community Room 8. Chapel

9. Sunday S5chool Room
10. Sunday School Office
11. Courtyard

12. Sacristy

o g
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Women

Fall Festival proceeds
The Board met in January and chose to disburse the
monies from the Fall Festival as follows:

Men

Men’s Fellowship Dinner
Featuring Rev./ Professor Don Wisner

At our inaugural gathering last fall,

World Missions

Lutheran World Relief, $372
Central Asia Institute, $372

Feed My Starving Children, $372;
God’s Global Barnyard, $372

84 men from area ELCA churches were in
attendance, and we're hoping for 150 men
at the next Men’s Fellowship Dinner held

Sunday, March 7 at 5:00 p.m. This means
we expect a great turnout from the men

Local Missions

NEAR, $250

DAYD, $250

Lutheran Social Service, $250
Adults Saving Kids, $250

St. Olaf, $250

Wapo Scholarships, $250
Lutheran Disaster Relief, $100

An amount of $1,488 will be retained for First Lutheran
projects this year. &

Two books have been purchased, Three Cups of Tea and
Stones into Schools by Greg Mortenson of Central Asia
Institute. If you are interested in reading these books,
add your name to the list in the church office. &

General Board meeting
March 15, 2:00 p.m.

Spring Luncheon
Saturday, April 17

of First Lutheran! Invite your friends.

Our guest speaker for the March
event will be Rev./Professor Don
Wisner. Pastor Wisner has been a
seminary professor and pastor to a large
university student body. Over the years he has develop his
calling as an avid fly-fisher and outdoorsman. Don will
bring his unique experiences and perspective on life as a
Christian man to our gathering. We know this will be an
evening worthy of your time.

Rev./Professor
Don Wisner

The Men’s Fellowship Dinner will be hosted by at Holy
Nativity Lutheran Church, 39th and Winnetka Ave. N.
Tickets: $10. Sign-up by March 1 at the church or call
Al Anderson at 763-537-1876. &

Free Blood Pressure Checks
Sunday, March 14 from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. in the
office workroom. Open to all ages! &

Seniors

Lenten Bake Sale

During Lenten soup suppers. Proceed will be donated
to the Camp Wapo Scholarship fund. Donations of
baked goods are welcomed. *

Organ Museum in Hamel

On Wednesday, March 10, we will travel to the Organ
Museum in Hamel. Cost: $8 (includes a box lunch). Meet
at church at 10:15 a.m. to car pool and let us know if you
can drive. Sign up by March 10 on the sheet posted on
the Kiosk outside of the community room. Open to
seniors and non-seniors. &
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New! Adult Bible Study

On Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. a Bible study
will be held in the conference room. During the
Lent season the Bible study will focus on Lent. All
adults, younger or older, are welcome to attend.
This is a great time for adults to slow down and
spend some time in God’s word. Bring your Bible
and a willingness to explore the faith with other
adults. No registration necessary. '

Youth

Sledding at EIm Creek Park

On Sunday, March 7 at noon, youth will eat at Taco
Bell before an afternoon of sledding at EIm Creek Park.
We'll return to the church for hot chocolate. Bring
your friends! =

Camp Serve

Camp Serve is a day camp type mission trip and is
designed to introduce pre-teens to serving. Youth
entering 5-7th grade in the Fall of 2010 are invited to
attend Camp Serve this summer the week of July 26-30.
Cost: $119 for the week. For more information, contact
Jessica Johnson, youth director. &

Confirmation Day Retreat

Confirmation students will be joining with students
from six area ELCA congregations for a day-retreat at
Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter on Saturday,
March 16. This event is co-sponsored by the area
churches as a way of enhancing the confirmation
experience for our students. The cooperating churches
have named these monthly joint events as the ‘Wildfire’
collaboration. This is one example of increased
collaboration among area Lutherans to promote

better understanding of our common mission to

the northwestern suburbs. Youth will meet at First
Lutheran at 7:45 a.m. and return around 9:30 p.m. This
will be a great day for the confirmation students to grow
in their faith and become closer to each other.

Youth Movie Night

What better way to kick off spring break than with a
movie night? Join us on Friday, March 26 at 7:00 p.m.
for a movie night in the youth room. Popcorn and
refreshments will be provided. Snack shack will be
open. Friends are welcome to attend. &

Stewardship

Stewardship is everything we do, after we say | believe
(including our use of the tongue!)

ames, the brother of Jesus, talks about the tongue

(James 3:112). He calls it amall member that can

boast of great things, and compares the tongue

to a fire and a world of wickedness set among our

members contaminating the whole body. (This can
mean the individual or the corporate body.)

In verse 8, James says that the human tongue can be tamed
by noman. ... itisarestless evil, full of deadly poison. Then
he says, with it we bless the Lord and Father and with it we
curse men who were made in God’s likeness!

I have heard several uncomplimentary stories about First
Lutheran from non-member sources. They were not stories
that would attract anyone to First Lutheran. In fact the
information was inaccurate and rather condemning. Stories
change when passed from person to person, like with the
game “Telephone.” The person who begins the ‘message’
doesn’t recognize it by the time it goes around the circle
and returns to them.

To be good neighbors, let’s talk like good neighbors. Tell
others about the things we do that show love for one another.
And if you have a concern about anything, please contact a
church leader and get the straight goods. Leaders, if you
don’t know the answer, find out.

As part of our stewardship of our daily lives, let’s use the

gift of speech to bless others, not bring harm to them. As
Thumper’s mother taught him, “If you can’t say somethin’
nice, don’t say nuthin’ at all.” (From Walt Disney’s Bambi.) *

Jackie Mortenson, Stewardship Chair

Commitment Cards

We are relying on the commitment cards to tell us how
large of a loan to take out in April/May. With interest
rates still down and folks in need of work, it’s a good
time to get this done. If you're planning on turning in
a commitment card, please do so soon.

First Gifts is a matching gift appeal using the $24,700
from the sale of the parking lot across the street. The
deadline is April 18. As the money comes in, it will be
placed in the Property Team account to be used for
projects on the to-do list. A copy of the list is available
in the church office. &
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Grief Support

ach Wednesday during Lent, Rev. M.

Alexandra George, will lead a grief support

group based on the book How, Then, Shall

We Live: Four Simple Questions That Reveal
the Beauty and Meaning of Our Lives by Wayne
Muller. This multi-faith resource asks four important
questions: Who am 1? What do I love? How shall I live
knowing I will die? And what is my gift to the family of
the earth? There is no cost to participate. Read the
book ahead of time and visit your neighboring
congregations.

Grief support will be held on Wednesdays
through Lent from 6:00-6:50 p.m. at the
following locations:

March 3: House of Hope

March 10: Elim

March 17: First Lutheran of Crystal
March 24: Faith Lilac Way

Pastor George is a graduate of United Theological
Seminary in New Brighton. She is currently serving as
chaplain in Twin Cities hospitals including Regions and
Children’s Hospital. Pastor George is a member

of St. James Lutheran. &

“The LORD is

close to the
brokenhearted
and saves
those who

are crushed

in spirit”
(Psalm 34:18).

Global Missions
Minneapolis Area Synod Nigeria Trip

Pastor Dave Folkerts and John Swartchick will be our
representatives to visit Nigeria and our companion
congregation in Mubi in November. The purpose of the
trip is to renew and deepen our partner relationship,
improve communication, and help define the next steps
in our mission together. Preparations are being made by
representatives of the Minneapolis Area Synod, the
Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria, First Lutheran
Global Missions Task Force and our representatives.
Please include these people in your prayers.

Fundraisers for the Nigeria Trip

Global Missions Task Force is planning several
fundraisers to help send our First Lutheran
representatives to Nigeria. We appreciate your continued
support by volunteering, financial support and prayer.

Fund-raising opportunities in March:

Cinnamon Rolls: Warm, fresh cinnamon rolls will be
available in the Community Room during Fellowship
Hour between services on Sunday, March 21. Free will
offerings will benefit the trip. Pans of six rolls will also be
available to take home at $6/each.

Butterbraid Coffee Cake: Orders will be taken March
21-April 4 with delivery around April 16. Cost: $9/loaf.
All this, and Equal Exchange coffee, tea and snacks too!

Haiti Disaster Relief

Following the Haiti earthquake, Lutheran World Relief
and other relief agencies are providing food, shelter,
water, and sanitation systems. Lutheran World Relief has
established relationships with local groups, so they and
their partner agencies in Action by Churches Together
(ACT) Alliance have been providing effective relief and
have already identified post-crisis priorities. As of
February 4, ELCA Disaster Response has received
20,000 gifts totaling $3.6 million for Haiti relief;

100 percent of these gifts will be spent for the Haiti
earthquake response. Visit: www.elca.org/disaster.

ELCA Haiti Relief contributions:

Send checks to ELCA Disaster Response,

39330 Treasury Center, Chicago, IL 60694-9300.
Write “Haiti Earthquake Relief” in memo line.
Credit card by phone to 800-638-3522

or online at www.elca.org/haitiearthquake
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Return Service Requested

First Lutheran Guest preachers share their faith stories

Church of Crystal _ o
Each Wednesday evening worship during Lent, a guest preacher
www.firstlcoc.org from an area ELCA congregation will answer the question: “Who
763-537-4576| Fax: 763-537-0372 are you?” Make a point of coming to Lenten services to hear their
encouraging faith stories. Wednesday Lenten Soup Suppers begin

at 6:00 p.m. and the Lenten worship series begins at 7:00 p.m.¥
Office hours P W P sert g P

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Staff
Pastor: David Folkerts

Worship & Music Director/Financial Officer:
Mariana Duffney

Organist: Judy Bakke

Program Assistant: Jamey Spencer

Jr. Handbells: Sheryl Larsen

Office Manager/Secretary: Jean Brannick

Sunday School Superintendents:
Jennifer Hernandez and Carrie Adams

Youth Director: Jessica Johnson

Wedding/Event Coordinator: Carol Johnson
Custodian: Mark McAlpin Lenten Soup Suppers
Security: Lyn Sanderson
AV Tech: Angie Brannick

Wednesday%;in March at 6:00 p.m.




